PREFACE.

THE   poems   contained   in   this   volume,   which
comprise the whole of the  Tales and the first
eleven of *the Tales of the Hal/, are without exception
printed from the edition of 1823, the last of Crabbe's
works jftiblished in this country in his lifetime.

The Variants in the Tales are from the first edition
(1812) and from the 'Original MS/ readings given as
footnotes in the younger Grabbers edition of his father's
Life and Poems (1834). The Variants in the Tales of
the Hall are from the first edition (1819); from the
' Original MS/ readings as above ; from the Crabbe
MSS. in the possession of the Cambridge University
Press (which will be described in the Preface to Vol. m^
where a much fulled use will be made of them), and
from the MSS. in the valuable collection of Mrs Mackay
^ of Trowbridge, most kindly lent by her for examination
and use (to which the same remark applies)* In the
present volume will also be found certain Addenda to the
Variants in Vol. r, from the 'Original MS/ readings
printed by the younger Crabbe.

Among the Errata in this volume are included a
considerable number pT quotations from Shakespeare
with^wrong mdicatidhs"'bf aAs or scenes, and occasion-
ally even of the plays from which the passages are taken.
A large proportion of the quotations are in themselves
imperfedb, or otherwise incorre<5L Perhaps it is stretching